
An important message from LeedsBID

A message from our Chief Executive

LeedsBID continues to support businesses in Leeds city centre during these
unprecedented times.

The response and reaction to COVID-19 is changing daily as are the effects on
Leeds city centre.

We are seeing businesses close their doors, some change opening hours and
operating practices to continue to serve their customers and a reduced footfall as

employees work from home where they are able, and people heed official advice to
only make essential trips out.

 
Keeping everyone safe and healthy, minimising the spread while supporting Leeds

businesses is key. 
 

Leeds Business Improvement District is here through these times of uncertainty to
support businesses in Leeds city centre. Our office currently remains open and our

Street Rangers are out working daily on the city centre streets to support businesses.
 

Business Improvement Districts are nimble, reactive and not for profit organisations
established by and for the business community they serve. We will be here to pass
on communications and advice to help and support you as much as we can during

this time, as well as looking ahead at contingencies for business impact in the
coming months ahead.

 
Please feel free to get in touch with us @ enquiry@leedsbid.co.uk

LeedsBID working to support all businesses

You can contact us at the office on 0113 467 2780. We will adapt our working
practices in line with official recommendations as and when required but will always

be accessible.
 

The LeedsBID Street Rangers are delivering an early morning reactive service,
helping to keep the streets clean, in support of those city centre businesses who

continue to operate at this time.

For Street Rangers support, please contact 07508 253580 (call or text) direct.

Support for businesses

Response from government is being communicated daily. This includes health
information, information on business rates relief and loans and financial support.  The

links below are being updated daily.
 

Advice for employers - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-
employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/guidance-for-employers-and-businesses-

on-coronavirus-covid-19
 

Financial support - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-
employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses

 
https://www.british-business-bank.co.uk/ourpartners/coronavirus-business-

interruption-loan-scheme-cbils/#eligibility-restrictions
 

Advice and support from the LEP - https://www.the-lep.com/business-support/covid-
19-support-for-businesses/

 
We will circulate any further information and advice.

Learning never stops

During this time of constant change, we are aware more than ever of the importance
of providing support and training for Leeds businesses and the local community.

Through Ambition:Leeds, in partnership with Leeds Boost, we are taking steps to
provide ongoing support and training through the use of technology. This will

substitute the usual class-based courses which have been suspended in line with
Government advice.

Using online platforms we will be bringing you a range of bite-sized training solutions
covering some of the usual topics but in addition, we are preparing a range of

exciting new courses aimed at getting you through the next few weeks and preparing
you for the return to business as usual.

More information will be available soon at https://ambitionleeds.co.uk/ and LinkedIn
page, as well as social channels:

Twitter: @AmbitionLeeds
Instagram: @ambitionleeds
Facebook: @ambitionleeds

Looking ahead for Leeds

Through these challenging times, LeedsBID remains at the forefront of supporting all
city centre businesses while forward planning for the future to ensure its investment

continues to help address business needs and improve Leeds for the better.
 

We are happy to have conversations with individual businesses to offer help and
advice and best support where we can.

 
We are looking at our plans for forthcoming events and activities, with a view to the

best use of our investment and resources.
 

Leeds International Festival 2020 will now deliver some innovative elements of the
programme on its original dates in early May, with some live streaming events from

our international speakers. We have relocated the majority of the programme to new
dates in September and early next week we will publish more information about this

at @ https://leedsinternationalfestival.com/.
 

After consultation with key city centre retailers, plans remain in place for the Leeds
Jurassic Trail 2 to run during the school summer holidays, with the Design a

Yorkshiresaurus competition due to close next week. More details @
https://leedsjurassictrail.co.uk/

LeedsBID will continue to review its working practices and plans for future projects
on a daily basis in line with official recommendations and will update on any

changes where necessary.
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